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Leaving Tahmasp at Sari, Nadir returned to Mashhad in February
or early March, 1729* ; after Nau Ruz he began to prepare for his
campaign against the Abdalis.

Nadir's determination to crush the Abdalis and to win back Herat
before attempting to recover Isfahan from the Ghalzais is proof of his sound
understanding of the situation. Though the Abdalis, owing to internal
dissensions, had not made any attack on Khurasan on a big scale for several
years, they were always a potential danger. In view of their position
and their well-known fighting qualities, Nadir feared that, if he and
Tahmasp and their forces were to absent themselves from Khurasan for
any length of time, the Abdalis would compose their differences, and
make a bold bid to take Mashhad, thus striking at the basis of Tahmasp's
power* It could be regarded as practically certain that the majority
of the fickle and unstable Kurds and other tribesmen of north-east
Khurasan would, in that event, forget their vows, and ally themselves
with the invaders or> at any rate, take advantage of their advent to throw
off their allegiance.

During the previous ten years the Abdalis had experienced many
vicissitudes. As already stated, they had successfully thrown off the
Persian yoke and had defeated the punitive expeditions which the Shah
had sent against them ; they had, moreover, held their own against the
Ghalzais,2 Their internal affairs were, however, extremely troubled.
In 1718 * Abdullah Khan Sadozai was murdered by a rival belonging to
the same clan called Muhammad Zaman Khan, but the latter was soon
afterwards dispossessed by another chief, Muhammad Khan Afghan by
name. The new leader besieged Mashhad for four months during the
winter of 1722-23, but failed to take it On returning empty-handed
to Herat, the unsuccessful chief was deposed in favour of Dhu'l-Fiqar,
the elder son of Muhammad Zaman Khan (whose younger son Aljmad
afterwards became famous as Afrmad Shah Durrani). In 1137 A.H.
(1725-26) Ragman, a son of the murdered * Abdullah Khan Sadozai,
sought to avenge his father by attacking Dhu'l-Fiqar. This civil war
was only terminated when the Abdalis sent Dhu'l-Fiqar to Bakharz and
exiled Rahutnan to Qandahar. Allah Yar Khan, a brother of Muhammad
Khan Afghan, was then elected chief, but his authority was soon challenged
by Dhu'l-Fiqar.8

On the Abdalis hearing of Nadir's impending attack on them, the
rival factions patched up their differences and combined forces, Allah
Yar Khan becoming Governor of Herat and Dhu'l-Fiqar that of Farah.

1 Z.r., foL 214 (a).

2 See pages 3 and 4 above.

9 For details of these events, see Sayyid Mxihammed al-Musawi's Kitab-i-tahqiq va
Aqwam-i-Afghan . . . (B.M. MS. OR. 1861) fols. 5 (a) to 6 (b).